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Here begins a new stage in the travels of Ibn
Batuta, and here is seen his strong spirit of adventure.
He was full of the desire to penetrate into the coun-
try, taking no heed of the difficulties on his way. He
crosses the vast provinces of India from north to south
and from west to east, and comes in contact with
their kings, Muslims and others. He liked to settle in
some of these kingdoms and tried to approach their
kings to gain their favours and enter their service. He
attained his object more than once. He gained
the friendship of Sultan Ahmed Shah, King of
the northern provinces, whose court was at Delhi, who
appointed him a judge and entrusted him with certain
missions and embassies. He remained many years in
his service. He reserves in his book a large part for
the history of this kingdom, its institutions and civili-
zation. He even went further in his adventures; he
accompanied military expeditions and was once taken
prisoner and was on the point of losing his life but
was only saved by a miracle. He not only went round
the internal provinces, but visited the shores of India
till its southern end. He crossed over to Ceylon, and
described the " Sacred foot," known as Adam's foot.
The explorer gives us in this part of his book a large
number of delightful stories and descriptions. He
describes many of the beliefs of the Hindus, their
religious traditions, secret temples and social life with
all their revolting rites, such as burning women on the
death of their husbands (the suttee), pilgrimage to the
Ganges in which some drowned themselves as sacri-
fices to God and to immortalize the soul. He reveals
deep impression and emotion at these appalling pagan
rites and says that he almost fell from his horse when
he saw women being burned. He likewise describes
the wonders of nature, the flora and fauna he saw in
these flourishing lands. His description is strong and
delightful. He tells us that Hindu brigands once
attacked his caravan and robbed him of all he had,
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